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For Immediate Release 

White House Peace Vigil in Jeopardy 

March 13th, 2014 

Yesterday (March 12th, 2014), the United States Park Police stated that the White House Peace 

Vigil is not in compliance with their code. They plan on attempting to take down the 33 yearlong 

vigil today around 9 pm. We ask media, friends and supporters to come out and stand with us 

against suppressing our first amendment rights. 

The White House Peace Vigil has been the longest running 24-hour vigil in U.S. history. 

Focusing on global nuclear disarmament and economic conversion. Which resulted in Senator 

Eleanor Holmes Norton introducing HR-3750 to U.S. Congress in 1994, the “Nuclear 

Disarmament and Economic Conversion Act.” 

We encourage our supporters to call Senator Eleanor Holmes Norton to inform her about this 

situation. Please call her Capitol Hill – Rayburn Office number: (202) 225-8050. Please ask her 

to stand in solidarity with us as we stand our ground. 

All questions and inquires can be directed to our email: admin@thepeacehousedc.org 

The Peace House 

---- 
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The Peace House team and supporters 

The Peace House, friends and supporters came down last night to the White House Peace vigil to 

stand together against the suppression of our first amendment rights. To our surprise the United 

States Park Police didn’t show up. 

Since the 48 hour initial notice of not being in compliance with park regulations is up. We got 

word today (March 14th, 2014) that U.S. Park Police will be taking down the tent at 3 pm. 

We ask our supporters again to come out and stand in solidarity with us. To continue making 

phones calls to the U.S. Park Police as well as Eleanor Holmes Norton’s office. So this decision 

will be reversed. 

For questions or inquires you can email us at: admin@thepeacehousedc.org 

The Peace House 

---- 
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Barry Knight talking to USPP about the regulations 

Update: The Peace House alongside supporters from the community waited for the arrival of the 

United States Park Police today at 3 pm. Several police officers including police horses arrived at 

the vigil, first stating that they would dismantle the peace vigil at 3 pm. 

They voiced their opinion saying that “the peace vigil is getting out of hand” and that it’s 

important for esthetic purposes to take down the brand new donated tent and replace it with 

Connies old umbrella and worn out tarps. 

After about 20 minutes an officer informed us that they wouldn’t be taking down the peace vigil. 

They stated that they would be taking pictures of the inside and outside of the tent structure. 

At this moment in time we’d like to thank everyone for making phone calls and standing with us 

against the attempted suppression of our first amendment rights. 

The Peace House 

---- 
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The United States Park Police requesting that we take down the tent 

Around 10:15 pm on Friday, March 14th, 2014 the United States Park Police came in full force 

to remove the white house peace vigil. Their attitudes were very aggressive, treating Taylor Hall 

(Co-House Manager of The Peace House) like a criminal. Asking for identification and 

threatening to arrest him. We put out an emergency call and got a few people to come down but 

the police said they would start arresting people if the tent wasn’t down in 15 minutes. In that 

amount of time there were not enough people to mount an effective resistance, so the tent came 

down. The cops stayed until it was gone, also ordering the removal of the vigil’s chairs. The 

White House Peace Vigil has been up for 33 years and has never been ¨in compliance” with the 

simultaneously strict and vague code which allows the United States Park Police to enforce the 

law as they see fit. The White House Peace Vigil began officially on June 3, 1981. Focusing on 

the end of all nuclear arms, peace and democracy. 
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